It is somewhat difficult to assess the degree of accuracy of diagnosis by means of radiology, as on laparotomy, ulcers in the duodenum may not be visible unless the cap is actually opened, a procedure not usually done for obvious reasons. However, over a large series of cases followed up at St. Bartholomew's Hospital (1927 -1935 ) the X-ray finding (or exclusion) of gastric ulcer was confirmed on laparotomy in over go per cent. and of duodenal ulcer in over 85 per cent. of cases. Recently, so many patients have been treated medically that improvements in X-ray technique have been difficult to check up on a surgical follow up scheme.
The gastroscope has confirmed the high percentage of accuracy of X-ray diagnosis of ulcers of the stomach, but this method is inapplicable so far to the duodenum. Superficial erosion of the stomach and possibly of the duodenum may not be demonstrable on X-ray examination, but it is doubtful if these minute lesions in themselves cause symptoms, although they may sometimes result in a haemorrhage. 
